
  

Icon-LEPS: updates at 31/08/2025

- Icon-LEPS has been run from June 14 to August 13 (62 run starting at 18Z, forecast until +126 hours)

- In the proposed configuration, Leps will run twice a day, starting at 06Z and 18Z. 
It is technically possibile to run at 00Z abd 12Z, but products would be delivered too late for most users 
(EFAS has very strict time requirments). 
Reason: due to the iuncreased resolution, running Icon-LEPS takes much longer than Cosmo-LEPS
The plan was to disseminate 18Z run “as if 00Z of the following day"; we may compare LEPS 
performance with other ensembles starting 6 hours later (grib headers may be changed accordingly)

- Up to now, feedback files have been produced only for 33 runs (from 14 July to 10 August). 
Reason: until July 13, Icon was run with the option “lmask_boundary=T": grib outputs have missing 
values in the nudging zone at domain boundaries, that are not managed by MEC. 
I will try a workaround; in desperation, these runs could be repeated.

- Feedback files have been produced using the standard observations available in MARS archive.
It was (barely) possibile to store 3d outputs un Atos filsystem, so re-creating feedback files with extended 
observations shoud be relatively easy.
New observations should be in BUFR format, and accessible form an ATOS job (this should be the case 
for Carmens database)
Note: this will only be possible for a limited time: to run new experiments I need to free disk space



  

Icon-LEPS: future plans

- SBU allocated for 2025 are sufficient for about two more months of simulation (December 2025 + ???)

- Running LEPS with Icon-EU forcing would be a major change to the suite, and would require a lot of 
extra-work.

- I agree that verification should focus primarily on precipitation; if possible, high resolution data should 
be used (remote sensing?)



  

Icon-LEPS: budget of billing units at 31/08/2025
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